Black Skimmer Chick Aging Guide

Downy Chicks Feathered Chicks Flight Capable
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Black Skimmer Chick Aging Guide
Downy Chicks Feathered Chicks Flight Capable

Week 2 Week 3 Week 4/5
(7-14 days) (15-21 days) (27-30 days)

Chick ages in days are approximate. Birds may grow at somewhat faster or
slower rates. Flight capable juveniles include birds capable of short flights.
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The adult circled is brooding young downy
chicks.




Observe Adult Behavior to Find Downy
Chicks

Look for birds bringing in fish
Observe posture of bird on nest

Spend a little extra time looking at the area
around the wings and rump of incubating bird

Note: It is possible to mistake adults standing
over an active nest with adults that are
brooding chicks. Adults regulate egg
temperature by standing over the nest to allow
air flow and they also drip water on eggs to
cool them. This can appear like chick brooding.
Observe closely to differentiate the behaviors.




Downy: 1-3 Days Old
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Can be found by looking for adults that are incubating with a "wide-set" wing
posture

Watch for movement underneath the adult's wings

Appear fuzzy and are well camouflaged with sand-colored down
Remain in nest for 1-3 days while parents incubate other eggs
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* Increase in body size
* Become more active

* Don't wander far from the nesting area



Chicks in the same brood can vary in age.
Chick in red circle is 1-3 days older than chick in
blue circle.




Feathered: 7-10 Days Old

Pin feathers start to emerge on the
wings of 7 day old chicks

Chick’s underside mostly covered in
down still
* neck, belly and rump

Wings don’t extend to rump yet

Bill length increases
* bill approximately = to head




Feathered: 11-14 Days Old

Still have downy bottom

Wings are feathered but do
not extend past rump

Tail feathers are not yet
present

Bill continues to increase in
length




Feathered: 15-21 Days Old
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Little to no down
remains

Black and white
mottled pattern on
wings

Wings extend past
the rump

Short tail feathers are
present

Bill continues to
increase in length




Fllght Capable (short fllghts) 22-26 Days Old
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No down is observed

Bill increases in thickness (vertical width)

Lower portion of bill beginning to extend past upper half

Short tail feathers visible, black wing tips visible, extending to or just past tail




Flight Capable: 27 Days +
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Upper bill shorter than lower bill
Wings extend well beyond tail
Mottled head, back, and “shoulders”
Capable of extended flights, day 27+




