Flight-capable Juvenile
28+days old*

e Birds are capable of short, erratic
flights; may take short flights with
parents

e Primary feathers fully developed and
tail fully emerged

e Almost the same size as adult, with
shorter tail, skinnier neck, and smaller
head

¢ Do not have breeding plumage (e.g.,
dark collar)

¢ Older juveniles can be confused with
worn females

Snowy Plover Breeding
Information

Expect variability due to average
temperatures, local disturbance,
resource availability, and between
years.

Average Clutch Size 3
Range Clutch Size 1-3
Days of Incubation 24-32

Days from hatch to Fledge  28-42

Nesting: February-August
Chicks: March-August
Flight-capable Juveniles: April-August

Report your observations:
Eggs and Nestlings—Shorebird Nest
Form

Downy Chicks and older—Roving
Chick Form

For more information:
The Florida Shorebird Alliance

FLShorebirdAlliance.org

The Florida Shorebird Database:
FLShorebirdDatabase.org
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Snowy Plover
Aging Guide

The snowy plover is a state-threatened
shorebird that nests on Florida’s Gulf Coast
beaches from February-August. Florida
Shorebird Alliance (FSA) partners monitor
nests to assess population health, which
includes assessing nesting outcomes. This
guide aides monitoring partners with
identifying age categories used in the
Breeding Bird Protocol for Florida's
Shorebirds and Seabirds.

www.flshorebirdalliance.org



Nestling o-1 day old- Downy Chick 1-14 days old* Feathered Chick 14-27 days old*
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e Birds are still in nest cup e About 1/3 the size of adult e Short feathers on head and short tail give
e Fuzzy body; possibly wet e Fuzzy body scruffy appearance
e Spotted head & upper wing e Skinny neck and “all legs” appearance e Neck can still appear skinny and bare
e Egg tooth present e As pinfeathers grow, spotted back and e Feather pattern gives scaly appearance
e Rare to find wing pattern starts to diminish ¢ Primary feathers are not fully developed

and not flight capable
¢ Noticeably smaller than adult

*The approximate age ranges in the guide are for chick development under ideal conditions; expect variability within each season and between years.



